
English 476  Ethnic Literature in the United States

Winter 2003  TTh 4:20-6:00  KH B1020

Professor Andrew Shin;  ashin@calstatela.edu

Engineering and Technology Building 611;  Phone: 323-343-5812

Office Hours: TTh 2:30-4:00

This course explores the work of ethnic American writers, focusing on the way they confront and reimagine dominant narratives of self and nation.  Its objective is to reclaim the history and culture of underrepresented groups and to promote diverse epistemologies as part of a common American culture, centering on the ways in which imaginative writings render the immigrant experience, the American dream, the complexities of community and ethnic identity.  For interested students, the course offers a service learning option.

Texts:  Sigrid Nunez, A Feather on the Breath of God;  Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man;  Sandra Cisneros, Woman Hollering Creek;  Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony.

These texts are available at the University bookstore.

Obligations:  Attend class regularly and participate.  English Department policy stipulates that missing more than 20% of your classes disqualifies you for course credit.  Late arrivals and early departures without prior clearance will count as absences.  

Regular students:  two 4-page papers (2x20%);  midterm exam (15%);  final exam (25%);  participation (20%).  

Service learning students:  8-page paper (30%);  16 hours volunteering (20%);  midterm exam (10%);  final exam (20%);  participation (20%).

Participation in the service learning option—culminating in an analysis of your experience—replaces the term paper (see below).  Papers must be typed double-spaced, paper-clipped, and are to be handed in at the beginning of the class on the day they are due.  Late papers will be marked down one grade per class meeting.  One week past the due date, papers will no longer be accepted.  Please observe the Academic Honesty Policy on the university’s home page.

Service Learning Option: The CSU strategic plan encourages service learning because when academic study is linked to community service through structured reflection, they reinforce each other.  Community service learning (CSL) is designed to enhance career learning by strengthening personal traits such as self-esteem and interpersonal skills such as careful listening, empathy for others, and abilities to lead, to adapt, to rethink one’s position.  Additionally, CSL provides a unique opportunity for students to explore potential careers and to gain valuable career related experience prior to graduation.

In this course, you will have the opportunity to work with members of the community (children, adults, seniors) as you test, explore, and increase your growing knowledge of ethnic literature.  Working with one of several organized volunteer programs, you will introduce small groups of individuals to ethnic literature through readings, discussions, and other activities designed to encourage their enjoyment of imaginative writing.  This is not a class in pedagogy; the service learning option is not a tutoring program;  you will not be teaching reading.  You will, however, gain valuable experience related to teaching.  More practical skills include learning to choose and present literature, lead discussion, and encourage critical thinking.  Moreover, you will be able to explore theoretical issues related to ethnic literature, including historical and social issues that shape aesthetic and literary reception.

In the first two weeks of the quarter, you will sign up with a program and coordinate your schedule with the program’s needs.  A representative from the EPIC center will make a presentation during the first class and will provide more information.  During the next 7-9 weeks, you will spend 16 hours (approximately 2 hrs./week) at the arranged site.  As indicated above, participation in CSL will account for 50% of your grade, allocated as follows:  16 hours spent volunteering, to be confirmed by the site director (20%);  8-page paper based on your on-site experience and discussion of texts (30%);  the midterm and final exam will be weighed less in the determination of the final grade.  It would be very useful for you to keep a weekly journal of your expectations and discoveries—such a record will prove invaluable when it comes time for you to construct your service learning narrative.

Schedule:  This timetable is designed to help you organize your reading and may be revised at the instructor's discretion depending on our progress.

T Jan. 7  Introduction:  What is Ethnic Literature?

Biracial Consciousness:  Th9  Sui Sin Far, “Mrs. Spring Fragrance,” “The Inferior Woman” (Packet);  T14  “The Smuggling of Tie Co,” “Pat and Pan,” “Leaves From the Mental Portfolio of an Eurasian” (Packet);  Th16  Sigrid Nunez, A Feather on the Breath of God, to end of Part Two, “Christa”;  T21  A Feather on the Breath of God, to end.  
The Harlem Renaissance:  Th23  Nella Larsen, “Sanctuary”;  Zora Neale Hurston, “The Gilded Six-bits” (Packet);  T28  Hurston, “Sweat” (Packet);  essay one due.

Notes of a Native Son:  Th30  Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man, to end of ch. 3;  T Feb. 4  Invisible Man, to end of ch. 14;  Th6  Invisible Man, to end of ch. 19;  T11  Invisible Man, to end.

Th13  Midterm exam.

Whither Aztlán?:  T18  Sandra Cisneros, “My Lucy Friend Who Smells Like Corn,” “Woman Hollering Creek” in Woman Hollering Creek;  Th20  Sandra Cisneros, “Never Marry a Mexican,” “Eyes of Zapata”;  T25  Sandra Cisneros, “Little Miracles, Kept Promises,” “Eleven,” “Salvador Late or Early,” “Mexican Movies,” “Barbie-Q,” “Mericans.”

Narrating Laguna History:  Th27  Leslie Silko, Ceremony, to p. 82;  T March 4  Ceremony, to p. 130;  Th6  Ceremony, to p. 223;  T11  Ceremony, to end;  Th13  Review;  essay two due.

Tuesday, March 18  Final Exam 4:30-7:00 pm., KH B1020.

