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COURSE SYLLABUS

INTRODUCTION

The sale and use of illegal drugs by men and women has devastated inner city communities across the Southwest. Government and academic research show that America has become the largest consumer market in the world for illegal drugs. Americans consume what is estimated to be worth billions of dollars of imported drugs, such as heroin, cocaine, marijuana, and home made methamphetamines. Public policy towards the increased demand for illegal drugs in contemporary U.S. society will be examined from academic, government and local community perspectives.

The U.S. government, under both Democrat and Republican administrations, has responded to the U.S. demand for drugs with a "war on drugs" intended to reduce the supply of drugs. But in spite of huge public expenditures, current policy has not reduced the U.S. demand and consumption of drugs. Instead, America now has more of its citizens in prisons than any other industrialized nation, mostly related to drug use. Slowly, more and more critics consider this war as not winnable.


This course will examine public policy towards the increased demand for illegal drugs in U.S. society from academic, government, and local community perspectives. The course will explore how the war on drugs impacts men and women in the Chicano and Latino community. The focus will be on a power analysis of interest groups that both shape and thrive under current policy. The focus aims to discover who decides public policy options, who benefits in profits, careers, and allocation of public resources, and who loses.

The course will also examine incarceration rates for minorities and women, construction of new prisons, and the role of the media. The course will also examine the justice system and alternative rehabilitation policy options.

SERVICE LEARNING ASSIGNMENT. This course includes a 20-hour off-campus volunteer service learning assignment at The Midnight Mission or Behavioral Health Services (BHS), each a community-based nonprofit organization that provides drug rehabilitation services to adults and adolescents. This experience will assist students identify community based perceptions of local drug problems. This assignment will provide students with experience to form their own assessment of real-life situations. The emphasis will be on what the students learned, not on what they did.

COURSE OBJECTIVES


Students will demonstrate KNOWLEDGE of:

1. Major social, economic, and political issues associated with the war on drugs;

2. Source countries, interdiction and military approaches to the drug problem;

3. Local community drug problems, gangs, and police corruption;

4. Key elements of alternative strategies: prevention, "drug courts," and rehabilitation;

5. Impact of current drug policy on Chicano and other minority communities;

6. Arguments for and against current drug policy.


Students will demonstrate the following SKILLS:

1. Ability to write essays on the war on drugs based on course content;

2. Ability to write assigned essays with logic, organization, and based on evidence;

3. Ability to research and write a scholarly paper on a problem of the war on drugs;

4. Ability to make a competent oral presentation in class on the war on drugs;

5. Ability to work in small groups with others on class assignments.

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION


The method of instruction will include lectures, instructional videos, small group discussion, assigned readings, writing, and service learning assignment.


Student ACTIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES include:

1. ATTENDANCE


This class meets on Mondays and Wednesdays from 4:20 to 6:00 pm in BIOS 244. Student attendance will be recorded to encourage student participation, the essential component in the cooperative learning process. Possible grade points for attendance are from 0 to 5 points.

2. SERVICE LEARNING ASSIGNMENT

Students may perform at least 20 hours of a volunteer service learning assignment at the Midnight Mission. It offers daily meals to thousands of people in the area, housing and counseling for those involved in a violent home environment, legal and medical assistance, employment guidance, housing for the homeless, clean clothes and other hygiene assistance. It also operates an Education Center for students interested in a high school diploma. Most of its clients are involved with alcohol or drug rehabilitation.

Students may elect to volunteer at Behavioral Health Services (BHS) sites in Boyle Heights or Lincoln Heights. BHS offers educational services as part of rehabilitation services for youth in surrounding neighborhoods.

Students assigned to either agency will observe directly how drug and alcohol impact the local community and how rehabilitation programs operate. They will also observe how the demand for alcohol and illegal drugs persists and impacts on the larger U.S. society. Learning activities may include mentoring adult clients on basic reading and writing skills, and use of computers. Learning activities may also include tutoring, mentoring, and assisting adolescent clients with school related assignments. 

The service learning experience will be graded on completion of the assignment, cooperation with the agency, and willingness to serve on a scale of 3 to 15 points. Related oral and written reports will be graded separately as indicated below.

3. COOPERATIVE LEARNING


Students will help each other to review and interpret course content. They will be assigned to small cooperative learning groups for review of material, reports, service learning, and before essay exams.

4. ORAL REPORTS


Students will present individual and group oral reports on videos, readings, and service learning experience. Each report should be from 3 to 5 minutes each and should invite questions from the class. The reports will be graded on use of course content, clarity and logic on a scale of 1 to 5 points. There will be no makeup for missed due dates for oral reports. The due date for each oral presentation will be announced in advance in class.

: 

a. 
Small cooperative learning groups will discuss and present oral reports on the video “Losing The War On Drugs.”

b. 
Small cooperative learning groups will reflect on service learning experience and course content after completion of each of five service learning components.

c. 
Individual oral reports and one-page summary on chapters in book “Why Our Drug Laws Have Failed.”

d. 
Students will make individual oral presentations with a one-page written summary on a review of a book selected from the recommended reading list.

e.  
Small cooperative learning groups will discuss and present oral reports on video “Enemy Within, Drugs And The War To Stop Them.”

5. WRITING


Each student will write a book review and two reflection papers that integrate the service learning experience with course readings, videos, and discussion. Each paper will be graded on use of course content, logic, and organization on a scale of 1 to 5. The due date for each paper appears below. One point will be deducted for late papers. The papers will be graded and returned on the next class meeting.

a. Due Monday, May 12. A typed two-page reflection paper based on what was 

learned from the service learning experience and how that experience contributed to knowledge about the war on drugs.

b. Due Wednesday, May 21. A typed five-page review of the book Narcocorido. The review should incorporate course content and insights from the service learning assignment. It should also include a) a brief summary of the book; b) what impressed you the most; c) what it means to you; and d) examples from the book.

c. Due Monday, June 2. A typed three-page paper on a power analysis of interest groups that compete under current anti-drug policy and possible alternatives.

6.  FINAL EXAM


A written comprehensive final exam is scheduled for June 11 from 4:30 to 7:00 pm. It will be graded on use of course content, logic and organization on a range from 3 to 15 points.  

REQUIRED TEXT

1. Gray, James P. 2001

    Why Our Drug Laws Have Failed and What We Can Do About It. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

2. Wald, Elijah. 2001

    Narcocorrido: A Journey Into The Music of Drugs, Guns, and Guerrillas. New York: HarperCollins

3. Reprint articles to be distributed in class.

RECOMMENDED READING

1. Baggins, David Sadofsky. 1998

    Drug Hate And The Corruption Of American Justice. Westport, Connecticut: Prager.

2. Bourgois, Philippe. 1995

In Search Of Respect. Selling Crack in El Barrio. Cambridge: Cambridge University                           Press

3. Glick, Ronald and Joan Moore. eds. 1990

    Drugs in Hispanic Communities. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press

4. Mayers, Raymond Sanchez and Barbara L. Kail and Thomas D. Watts. eds. 1993

    Hispanic Substance Abuse. Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas

5. Rodriguez, Luis J. 1993

    Always Running. La Vida Loca. Gang Days In L.A. New York: Simon and Schuster

POSSIBLE FINAL GRADE POINTS

Attendance 


05

Oral reports


25

Papers
 


15

Service Learning

15

Final exam


15

