
English 430-02 Children’s Literature

Winter 2003  Th 6:10-10:00  KH D1047

Professor Andrew Shin;  ashin@calstatela.edu

Engineering and Technology Building 611;  Phone: 323-343-5812

Office Hours: TTh 2:30-4:00

Website:   www.calstatela.edu/faculty/ashin/cl/

This course examines a range of literature for children from a variety of critical perspectives–generic, historical, psychoanalytic, and postcolonial.  We will focus on representations of crucial conflicts in experiences of childhood, including the fear of death and dying, anxieties about growing up, generational antagonisms, the resistance to and accommodation of authority, and concern over sexuality; moreover, our investigation of these organizing issues will be modulated by considerations of race, gender, and class.  To what extent are experiences of childhood universal?  To what extent are they historically and culturally specific?  To what extent is “children’s literature” for and about adults?  For interested students, this course offers a service-learning option in lieu of conventional assignments.

Texts:  Maurice Sendak, Where the Wild Things Are;  E.B. White, Charlotte’s Web;  Molly Bang, Picture This;  Maria Tatar, The Classic Fairy Tales;  Virginia Hamilton, The People Could Fly;  Shel Silverstein, The Giving Tree;  Mildred Taylor, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry;  J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone;  Sandra Cisneros, House on Mango Street; Gary Soto, Chato’s Kitchen.  These texts are available at the University bookstore.

On Reserve: Charlotte Huck et al, Children’s Literature in the Elementary School;  Molly Bang, Picture This: How Pictures Work; Alison Lurie, Don’t Tell the Grown-Ups.

Obligations:  Attend class regularly and participate.  English Department policy stipulates that missing more than 20% of your classes disqualifies you for course credit.  Late arrivals and early departures without prior clearance will count as absences.

Regular students:  8-pg. paper (30%); midterm exam (20%);  final exam (30%);  participation (20%).  

Service learning students:  8-pg. paper (30%);  16 hours volunteering (20%);  midterm exam (10%);  final exam (20%);  participation (20%).

As part of your participation grade, each student must post at least four responses on the Engl 430 Children's Literature Discussion Board, before the reading for that day.  Each response should be at least one paragraph long and identify an important element of the relevant work.  A paragraph consists of at least five well-formed sentences.

Participation in the service learning option—culminating in an analysis of your experience—replaces the term paper (see below).  Papers must be typed double-spaced, paper-clipped, and are to be handed in at the beginning of the class on the day they are due.  Late papers will be marked down one grade per class meeting.  One week past the due date, papers will no longer be accepted. Please observe the Academic Honesty Policy on the university’s home page.

Service Learning Option: The CSU strategic plan encourages service learning because when academic study is linked to community service through structured reflection, they reinforce each other.  Community service learning (CSL) is designed to enhance career learning by strengthening personal traits such as self-esteem and interpersonal skills such as careful listening, empathy for others, and abilities to lead, to adapt, to rethink one’s position.  Additionally, CSL provides a unique opportunity for students to explore potential careers and to gain valuable career related experience prior to graduation.

In this course, you will have the opportunity to work with children as you test, explore, and increase your growing knowledge of children’s literature.  Working with one of several organized volunteer programs, you will introduce children to literature through readings, discussions, and other activities designed to encourage their enjoyment of literature.  This is not a class in pedagogy; the service learning option is not a tutoring program; you will not be teaching reading.  You will, however, gain valuable experience related to teaching.  More practical skills include learning to choose and present literature, lead discussion, and encourage critical thinking.  Moreover, you will be able to explore theoretical issues related to children’s literature, including multicultural and social issues that shape aesthetic and literary reception.

In the first two weeks of the quarter, you will sign up with a program and coordinate your schedule with the program’s needs.  A representative from the EPIC center will make a presentation during the first class and will provide more information.  During the next 7-9 weeks, you will spend 16 hours (approximately 2 hrs./week) at the arranged site.  As indicated above, participation in CSL will account for 50% of your grade, allocated as follows:  16 hours spent volunteering, to be confirmed by the site director (20%);  8-page paper based on your on-site experience and discussion of texts (30%);  the midterm and final exam will be weighed less in the determination of the final grade.  It would be very useful for you to keep a weekly journal of your expectations and discoveries—such a record will prove invaluable when it comes time for you to construct your service learning narrative.

Schedule:  This timetable is designed to help you organize your reading and may be revised at the instructor's discretion depending on our progress.

The Uses of Fantasy

Jan. 9  Introduction: What is Children’s Literature?;  EPIC Service Learning Presentation;  Lewis Carroll, “Jabberwocky”;  Maurice Sendak, Where the Wild Things Are;  Molly Bang, Picture This.

Jan. 16  E.B. White, Charlotte’s Web.

Folk/Fairy Tales and Their Discontents
Jan. 23  Variants of “Little Red Riding Hood” (10-24), Bruno Bettelheim, “The Struggle for Meaning” (269-73), in Maria Tatar, The Classic Fairy Tales;  variants of “Cinderella” (107-137 focus on Perreault and Grimm versions).  

Jan. 30  Jeanne-Marie Leprince de Beaumont, “Beauty and the Beast” (32-42), Angela Carter, “The Tiger’s Bride” (50-66), Oscar Wilde, “The Selfish Giant” (250-53), in The Classic Fairy Tales;  Shel Silverstein, The Giving Tree.  
Feb. 6  Virginia Hamilton, The People Could Fly (5-42);  T29  The People Could Fly (60-64, 90-103, 141-73).

Feb. 13  Midterm Exam.

Folk/Fairy Tales Revisited

Feb. 20:  Mildred Taylor, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.

Feb. 27  J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.

Mar. 6  Gary Soto, Chato’s Kitchen;  Sandra Cisneros, The House on Mango Street.

Mar. 13  The House on Mango Street;  review.

Monday, March 17, term papers and service learning projects due in my mailbox.

Thursday, March 20, Final Exam, 7:30-10:00 p.m, KH D1047.

