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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LOS ANGELES 

 
MORE Programs 

 
RISE MS-to-PhD GRADUATE  FELLOWSHIP  

APPLICATION 
 

 
Minority Biomedical Research Support-Research initiative for scientific enhancement 

Masters Programs in collaboration with UCLA, UC San Diego, UC Irvine, the University of Southern 
California, and others. 

 
 
 
 
I. Background Information 

 
a. Name:   e-mail:   
 
b. Social Security #:      CIN #:  
  
c. Address:     
 
d. City:   State:  Zip Code:    
 
e. Telephone:  Date of Application:    
 
f. Date and Place of Birth:    
 
g. U.S. Citizen: (circle one)    YES     NO      If NO, give country of citizenship:   
 
h. Permanent Resident (give visa symbol and number): ___________________  
 
i. Ethnicity: (check one) 

     African American/Black      Hispanic/Chicano(a)/Latino(a)    Caucasian/White  

      Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Guamanian    American Indian or Alaska Native; Tribe   

      Filipino(a)       Other Asian (identify) ---------------------or ;     Other  (identify)   

 
j. Person to Contact in Case of Emergency   
 

k. Address:   City:   Zip Code:   
 
l. Relationship_______________________________Telephone:  ____________Email______________________  
 

 
 
 
 
II. Educational Background and Career Goals 

 
a. High School, Location, and Year of Graduation:     
 
b. Undergraduate College or University   

 
Major  Date of Graduation  

 
C. Overall Grade point average (a=4.0, b=3.0, etc.):   
 
D. Grade point average in science/math/Eng. courses:   
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E. Check Major of proposed Cal State LA M.S. degree :     Chemistry;     Biochemistry;    Physics  

   Geology;     Mathematics;    Computer Science;     Environmental Science;   

    Engineering (Area_____________________________);     Biology;      Microbiology 

   Interdisciplinary MS (fields_______________________________);     Other _________________  

 
F. Date you expect to complete Cal State LA MS program   
 

E. Identify your highest planned educational level:    MS;     PhD;       Post Doctoral  

    Other (specify)_________________________ 

 
 

 
III. Please attach the following to complete this application:  

   Transcripts of all your college and university work.  If you are a Cal State LA student, send only 

transcripts from work at other colleges.  We will obtain your Cal State LA transcripts directly 
from the Registrar. 

   Attach or arrange to have a copy of your Graduate Record Exam (GRE) General Test Scores sent to 

the MORE Programs Office. We use the GRE as an indicator of your interest in pursuing the PhD.  
No particular score is required.  The GRE may be taken after the application is submitted, but 
before before an interview is granted.   

   A current curriculum vitae/resume. If pertinent, include any academic (or other) honors received, 

research experience, and publications and presentations that resulted from that work. 

   Attach additional pages, providing a response to EACH of the following. The Program Advisory 

Committee will use your responses to assess your interest in pursuing a research career, and 
also your ability to communicate through writing. 
• Please describe any previous experience you have in research or related areas.  

• These programs prepare students for entry and success in PhD programs immediately 
following MS/MA program completion.  How congruent is this with your educational goals? 

• Comment on your educational plans after you complete the MS at Cal State LA. 

• Discuss your career plans after you complete your formal education, particularly how 
scientific research fits into these plans.  

• If there is a discrepancy between your grades in academic coursework and your potential, 
please explain.  It is expected that you will complete the MS degree with a 3.5 GPA or higher. 

• Explain how your selection as a RISE, PREP or LSAMP-BD Scholar will enhance minority 
participation in research careers. 

   Arrange to have at least three letters of reference written on your behalf by science, 

engineering, computer science, or mathematics faculty members (and list these below).  If 
you have participated in laboratory research, one of the letters would likely be from 
your research director.  The letters should be delivered to you in sealed envelopes 
(signed across the seal) and included with the application packet. If the faculty 
respondents prefer, they can send the letters directly to the MORE Programs office. 

 
Referee Name Institution Email (or Phone Number)  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

  

   You must be a US citizen or Permanent Resident. If you are a permanent  Resident attach a 

NOTARIZED copy (both sides) of your Alien Registration (“green”) card. 
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IV.  Authorization to Use Records 
 
I hereby authorize the More Programs personnel to have access to my university records for 
purposes of admission to and continuation in any of the Cal State LA MORE Programs. All 
information will be kept in strict confidence. 

 
 My file contains any and/or all of the following: 
 
 A. Copies of my transcripts of College/University work  
 B. Personal information from this application 
 C. Letters of recommendation 
 D. Other documents related to my admission or continuation in the Program. 
 
to revoke this authorization, I must do so in writing, and such revocation will apply as of the receipt 
date. 

____________________________________      
         Signature of Applicant Date 

 
 
 

Please be advised that no action will be taken until your application complete. 
 
This application is for a research fellowship only.  If you are not yet a California State University, 
Los Angeles student, you must also be accepted for admission by the University and Department  
prior to participation.  Below is the web site where you can apply to the University. 
 

University Admissions: www.calstatela.edu/univ/admiss/appreq.htm 
 

 
 
Please return the completed application form to:  

 
MORE Programs Office 

Physical Sciences 510 
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry 
California State University, Los Angeles 

5151 State University Drive 
Los Angeles, California 90032-8202 

 
 

 
If you have any questions call:  323-343-2395 

   
   Email:  morepro@calstatela.edu 
   
   Visit the MORE Programs website:  www.calstatela.edu/moreprograms 
 
 and its LSAMP-BD page   www.calstatela.edu/moreprograms/lsamp.html 
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FACULTY RECOMMENDATION FORM 
   
 
______________________________________________  has applied for a graduate research fellowship through the NIH RISE MS-to-PhD 
Program  at California State University, Los Angeles and has listed you as a reference. 
 
Please return the completed form to the student in a sealed envelope (signed across the seal) or if you prefer, directly to the MORE Programs 
Office, Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry, California State University, Los Angeles, CA   90032-8202. 
  
 
1.  In the table below, give us your assessment of the applicant’s achievements and potential by checking the appropriate box for each category: 
  

 
Outstanding 

(top 5%) 
Excellent 
(top 10%) 

Good 
(top 20%) 

Average 
(top 50%) 

Below Average No opportunity 
to observe 

Motivation for a research 
career       

Academic preparation  
      

Analytical skills  
      

Probable creativity  
      

Potential for laboratory 
research       

Skills in written 
communication       

Skills in oral 
communication       

Perseverance to attain 
goals       

 
2. In the space provided below (or on a separate page, if you prefer) please comment on the candidate's potential for success in a research 
career in the sciences, mathematics, or engineering 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Name    Title   

Signature    Date   
 
Institution  
 
Email Telephone number  
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FACULTY RECOMMENDATION FORM 
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2. In the space provided below (or on a separate page, if you prefer) please comment on the candidate's potential for success in a research 
career in the sciences, mathematics, or engineering 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Name    Title   

Signature    Date   
 
Institution  
 
Email Telephone number  
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Name    Title   

Signature    Date   
 
Institution  
 
Email Telephone number  


