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Life Is What You Make of It

Transferring from De Anza Community College to UCLA

Ming Yeh

A wise teacher once told me: “ Do not be hasty
with what you do, with each decision you make, and
for every action you take, follow both your mind and
heart, not one over the other. For without the heart,
the mind is selfish, without the mind, the heart will
stray. Believe in yourself, look forward and not
back, your life is what you make of it. ” With those
words deeply embedded in my mind, 1 graduated
high school.

I had not gotten into UCLA which was my first
choice but at the same time, I couldn’t see myself
going anywhere else. All of my friends were going to
either Berkeley or UCLA. My mind told me to just
go to another school that I had been accepted to; be-
cause it would at least be a decent four year universi-
ty and I could be spared from “ losing face. ” I felt
like giving up altogether and felt sorry for myself.

Then the words of my teacher echoed through my
head. Ihad to decide on something.

Finally after many sleepless nights, I decided to
enroll at De Anza, a community college near my
house. It was a difficult choice. If I went straight to
another four year college, I would save a lot trouble
and stress of transferring later on. [ didn’t want to
go to a community college; I was ashamed and felt
inferior to my friends. But I had to think about my

future, I couldn’t be hasty with choosing schools. 1
knew my parents would not be happy with my deci-
sion, but I made up my mind, I was going to UCLA,
even if that meant staying at home and commuting to
school for two years. :

However, I still felt miserable and alone s

The fall of 2000, 1 sadly watched all my friends
pack their things to leave for college. For a split
second I regretted my decision. . . but the choice was
already made, it was too late to change anything,
from then on I could only look forward. UCLA was
my goal and I was determined to get in.

At De Anza I found out a lot of facts on transfer-
ring. [ leamed that the University of California do
not look at high school grades. If a student is at a
community college for two years, or takes the equiv-
alent of two years worth of college units, ‘their high
school grades are not looked at. If the student wants
to transfer in one year at the sophomore level, then

their high school grades are taken into consideration °

in the admissions process.
Majors also play a part in the admissions pro-
cess. Some majors are known as “ impacted” ma-

jors, which require a higher G. P. A. and are more..
majors like

competitive to get into. For example,
psychology, sociology, computer science and eco-

nomics are impacted majors at UCLA.

A list of the majors can be found on the school’ s
official website. For this reason, many students feel
they can take the easy route and choose “ easier”
majors to transfer to competitive schools in hopes to
switch majors after they have been accepted.

This is not a smart choice because it is very hard
to switch into an impacted major especially at the ju-
Many times. the student will need to a-
gain complete all the lower division classes for the
new major, which means that all the work put in be-
fore was wasted.

Private schools however are different.
transfers apply,
school.

nior level.

When
they are accepted into the whole
This means that the major has no effect on
whether or not the student gets accepted. Private
schools also look at high school grades regardless of
the years and amount of units taken at a community
college and everything is taken into consideration.
Going to a community college was not as easy as
it seemed. Each year, only a small percentage of
community college students are able to transfer to a
four-year college. The majority of the students
eventually transfer to state schools. Only a small
percent are able to transfer into the UC system and
even less are able to get into private universities,
Since the number of students applying each year
increases, the two most competitive UCs are Berke-
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ley and UCLA. They are also among the most selec-
tive schools in the nation. ?

Since UCLA was my first choice, I Enew [ had to
stay on the right track. [ made monthly appoint-
ments with my college counselor to make sure I was
taking the right classes. I decided on a major, read
college catalogs on transferring, and went to the col-
lege fair that came to De Anza and got the right in-
formation.

| always made sure to confirm the information I
got with different sources because even college coun-
selors could make mistakes and I did not want to risk
taking unnecessary classes that would prolong my
time at De Anza. | had seen far too many people
who went to a community college with transferring in
mind, but lost hope after being there year after year.

After my first quarter, | decided that I needed to
have some back up schools in case I didn’ t get into
my first choice. However, having more than one
school was difficult because each school required
different major preparation classes.

Major preparation is extremely vital for transfer-
ring because these are the classes the student needs
to take before they can declare themselves a certain
major. That way, upon transferring, the student can
take the actual core classes that focus on their ma-
jor. The school needs to see that the student has
completed most if not all of their major prep work.
The more complete it is, the more it raises a stu-
dent’ s chances for admission.

Aside from the major preparation classes, I had
GE courses to complete. GEs are general education
courses which are lower division classes that students
are required to take. Lower division classes are usu-

ally taken in the freshmen and sophomore year and
upper division in the junior and senior year. It is
best if GE courses are completed before the junior
year because that will leave junior and senior year to
take all the required upper division classes.

When schools are reviewing applications, they
check to see if GEs are mostly completed and the di-
versity of classes a student has taken. It is good to
take a variety of classes and not just focus on one
subject such as math or art. Schools want to see stu-
dents with interests in many subjects.

At De Anza I did not just take classes, I also
worked part time and joined clubs on campus and did
volunteer work whenever I got the chance. These
are things to put down on the application once the
filing period rolls around in November each year.

When students go beyond just taking classes, it
puts them on a more competitive level.

Going to De Anza allowed me to save money and
spend two extra years at home with my family. I no
longer stressed out as much about having to transfer
to a prestigious school. It was still important, but it
did not dominate my life, because worrying would
not get me anywhere. I made up my mind that if in
two years | was still not able to make it in, I would
go to another school, not bitterly but happily because
[ would have known that I did my best.

Exactly one year later, I picked out some col-
leges and applied again. At school I studied harder
than ever. Seeing high school friends come home for
breaks was still very hard. I wanted to be like them
and experience real college life more than ever. Ina
way, that motivated me to keep going.

 Before I knéw it, I was taking my last classes at

De Anza. It was spring quarter and I was anxious to
hear from the schools I had applied to. Ididn’t ap-
ply to many schools, only three, UCLA was my first
choice, and UC Davis and UC San Diego were my
backup. :

I didn’ t hear from UCLA until the very end.

I still remember that day as if it were yesterday.
It was April 29th of 2002; I was driving to work in
the morning and [ called my best friend to ask him to
check my application status online. My heart was
pounding while I waited. Then I heard my friend’ s
screams over the phone.

“ OH MY GOD MING!!! You got in, you got
in, you gotin!!!”

I started crying and -laughing all at the same
time. It was truly one of my happiest moments.

That summer was one of the best summers I had
in a very long time. For once I didn’ t have to take
any summer classes. - My hard work finally paid off.
I am now a junior at UCLA studying sociology and
although the work here is challenging, I love every
moment,

It’ s true that I missed the first two years, includ-
ing dorm life, but I do not regret going to a commu-
nity college. I'm glad I didn’ t make a hasty deci-
sion to settle for another school after high school. I
followed my head and my heart and I’ m finally at a
place where I want to be.

These past two years have not only helped me a-
cademically, but have also allowed me to discover
another part of me that I never knew existed--the
drive to succeed. I failed the first time, but I had
another chance to change it around and I took that
opportunity.





