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plying to the college. what it would like to know is
how “ alive” your experiences have made you.
Keeping this in mind, here is one way to approach
the major part of your essay. Starting with this draw-
ing,

[s it a rabbit? A duck? A plucked daisy? Nude
descending the staircase? If vou concentrate, one or
the other comes into view. Or something no one else
has seen. BUY, no matter how many you perceive, no
matter how quickly you can switch from the * duck”
to the “ rabbit” and back again, the drawing can
only be one thing at a time. Carol Gilligan, Profes-
sor of Education at Harvard University, once likened
this phenomenon to what (most) women and (some)
men may experience when, for example, they render
a verdict. They may first decide in terms of “ the
law, ” according to objective and impersonal stan-
dards and then, almost but not quite, instantaneous-
ly view the same set of circumstances “ in a different
voice,” that is. in terms of the more subjective,
personal and/or individual considerations. The
same kind of * cultural” double - take occurs when
you go to the doctor’ s office: first seeing yourself as
an " object,” an anatomical specimen that is

“ examined” not “ touched, ” then seeing yourself
as a  subject, " a person with history and worries,
for whom the touching can be medical or sexual.
Background - foreground cartoons are often found in
children’ s books. They can be more than a moment’
s entertainment. They can be a lesson in how to re-

view our lives and our many cultures = ~ as double
visions, twice removed, by time and understanding.
They can train us to admire the variety before decid-
ing which, if any, is “ better. ” In other words, for
every single set of " circumstances, " there ‘can be
more than one “ situation, " making most all of us at
least bi - cultural.

After you think about the drawing and under-
stand the points yourself, find a ™ fact” or two or
three in your life that can be an example of a

“ duck - rabbit” experience and why it was or could
be an important one to you (and others?). It doesn’t
have to be an incident with a “ Chinese — Ameri-
can” double - take though that may be where your
richest source of material lies — if not during your
life, then during a family member’ s who, in turn,
learmed something important which affected you.
Whatever you decide, 1t is preferable if it really hap-
pened. Aside from the issue of not lying, writing
good fiction is generally a lot harder than describing
what you actually heard, felt, smelled, tasted, and
saw. . ;
In any case, be sure to explain the duck - rab-
bit phenomenon in your essay and how it is a model
for the idea you are trying to convey. Again, this is
to prepare the reader for what you are going to do.
{Remember, most Admissions personnel would

probably flunk an ESP test. )

IN CONCLUSION: ,

Write a dynamite first sentence. Think of it as

bait. | o
Our son started his college essay with, * T was

raised by a Chinese Confucian mother who teaches

Western philosophy and aerobics; and a Caucasian

Jeffersonian father who makes art and practices Ti-
betan Buddhism. ™ He didn’ t get into all the colleges
to which he applied but he did get into Bowdoin,
Grinnell, Oberlin, and Tufts. 1 preferred Oberlin
and Tufts. Bennett liked his alma mater, Grinnell.
William decided to attend Bowdoin. Some time dur-
ing his second vear, he told me. ™ You know.
Mom, I m the only kid at college who goes back to
campus after a vacation weighing less than before go-
ing home. 1"m not complaining. | just wanted vou to
understand why picking a school for its excellent
cafeteria service was not unreasonable. ”

FACT: WILLIAM READS AND SPEAKS CHI-
NESE BETTER THAN T DO AND WEARS SUITS
TO WORK.

[Comment: Smile. ]
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% This article is excerpted and adapted from,
“ THE CHOPSTICKS ~ FORK PRINCIPLE: A
MEMOIR AND MANUAL ”( We Press) by Cathy
Bao Bean. A

The recently released book is aboutbicultural
parenting and what it was like for the author to
have a husband and her son to have father, who
is an artist and does things like paint the lawn and
design a kitchen without a stove.

The book is available through your local book-
stores or WWW. amazon. com or
www. cathybaobean. com. For further informa-
tion, email cathy @ cathybaobean. com or write
Cathy Bao Bean c/ o We Press P. 0. Box 436,
Allamuchy, NJ 07820, USA.




