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FROM THE CHAIR

Despite the financial challenges fac-
ing the CSU and the University, the
Department is moving forward. This
past year the BA in Chinese was ap-
proved and two students majoring in
that program, Kathy Wu and Sang
Sang Liu, will graduate in 2003. The
Department, with generous support
from Carl Selkin, Dean of the College of Arts & Letters,
hosted the 31st Annual Meeting of the Linguistic Asso-
ciation of the Southwest (LASS0) October 4-6, 2002,
Dr. Domnita Dumitrescu was instrumental in bringing
the conference to Cal State L.A. and in coordinating the
on-site arrangements with the help of several colleagues.
The conference theme, Language Variation, Content and
Change: Focus on the Pacific Rim, attracted many inter-
esting papers and contributed to the resounding success
of the meeting. There were two plenary addresses, one
presidential address, one panel, 86 papers, and a poster
session. Over 120 scholars from China, Mexico, Spain,
the United Arab Emirates, and the United States partici-
pated in the meeting. The Department is also proud to
say that two of its students, Jacqueline Vidal and Mario
Cuéllar, were selected as McNair Scholars, a program
providing academic and research support to
underrepresented students at the doctoral level.

I am sure you will agree, as you read our newsletter,
that we have a dynamic Department with excellent stu-
dents and alumni and a faculty who are productive in
teaching, research, and service. We invite you to write or
email us to share news about yourself and we hope you
will share this newsletter with your friends.

Hildebrando Villarreal, Ph.D.
Professor of Spanish and Chair
Department of Modern Languages and Literatures

LANGUAGE AREA NEWS

The Chinese program congratulates Kathy Wu and Sang
Sang Liu on graduating with a mjaor in Chinese, and Janie
Chien on graduating with a minor in Chinese.

(L-R: Kylie Hsu, Sang ’i'f.mﬂ Lin, Janie Chefn
and Katfry Wiy Sitting: Hildebrando Villarreal)

The Chinese Studies Center hosted the Eleventh An-
nual Chinese Poetry Recitation Contest at the Maxwell
Theatre of the University-Student Union on May 7, 2003,
Participants included students from Cal State L.A., East
Los Angeles College, Santa Monica College, and the Uni-
versity of California, Irvine. Winners of the contest in-
cluded the following students from our program. Janie
Chien received first place; Lixian Situ, second place; and
Hong Fu and Christina Ng received honorable mentions
in the Advanced Level.

Several Chinese Studies scholarships were awarded at
the contest. Sang Sang Liu and Karen Yang received the
Major Tsai Awards, Li-Chuan Chin and Kathy Wu re-
ceived the Chinese B.A. Scholarships, and Janie Chien
received the Kvlie Hsu Endowed Scholarship. In addi-
tion, Christina Ng received a scholarship for the 2003
Summer Workshop on Foreign Language Teaching. The
Chinese program also participated in the College of Arts
and Letters Showcase for the University Open House on
April 26, 2003, Janie Chien sang a Chinese song with
translation and piano accompaniment by Kylie Hsu, and
Li-Chuan Chiu presented Chinese arts and crafts.







