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California State University, Los Angeles 

 

College of Arts and Letters 

Department of English 

Departmental Application for Admission 
Master of Arts Program 

 

 

 

Name: ________________________________________________________  Telephone: ____________________________  

Current Address:   

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________ 

Permanent Address (if different from current): 

______________________________________________  

______________________________________________  

 

Academic Background  

Please list in chronological order every institution of higher education you have attended. Indicate any degrees or 

certificates earned or expected, and give dates earned or expected. 

Institution Location (City/State) Dates Attended Major 

Degree 

Awarded 

or Expected 

     

     

     

     

     

 

 

 

I am applying for 

□ Option in Composition, Rhetoric 

and Language 

□ Option in Creative Writing* 

□ Option in Literature 

□ Undecided 

*Supplemental application required following 

acceptance to Graduate Program in English. 

Applying for _______________________ 

                               term/year 
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Grade Point Average in Major: ____________________ 

Please report upper division coursework in English by submitting a copy of college transcripts and by listing the 

courses in the space below.  

Name of Institution Term Course Number Course Title Grade 

 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

___________________ __________ _____________ ________________________________________ ________ 

 

I certify that all information in my application, including my writing sample, are my own work, and are factually 

true and honestly presented. 

Signature ___________________________________________________ Date ____________________________________  
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California State University, Los Angeles 

 

College of Arts and Letters 

Department of English 

Departmental Application for Admission 
Master of Arts Program 

Requirements  

Generally, to be considered for admission to the Graduate Program in English, applicants must: 

• have completed a four-year college course of study and hold a baccalaureate degree in English 

(or a closely related field) from an institution accredited by a regional accrediting association, or 

shall have completed equivalent academic preparation as determined by appropriate campus 

authorities;  

• be in good academic standing at the last college or university attended;  

• have attained a grade point average of at least 3.2 (A = 4.0) in their English major. 

Applicants who meet the above conditions but whose undergraduate degrees are in fields other than 

English can apply for admission to the graduate program in English. Such students, however, must 

complete a 36-unit program of upper division prerequisites (which might include courses previously 

taken) prior to beginning their graduate work. 

Please note that admission to the Graduate Program in English is competitive and meeting the minimum 

application requirements does not guarantee admission. 

Under special circumstances, students who do not meet the department’s minimum requirements might 

be considered for admission. The Graduate Admissions Committee might consider the following 

additional criteria when reviewing applications from students who do not meet the minimum GPA 

requirement: GRE scores, the student's undergraduate institution, and specific courses completed at the 

undergraduate and graduate level. 

Deadlines 

Applications for admission to the Graduate Program in English must be submitted by the posted 

University deadline. To be considered for Fall 2010 admission both the application for admission to 

graduate study at Cal State L.A. (along with supporting transcripts) and the departmental application for 

admission (along with supporting documents) must be completed and submitted by March 1, 2010. 
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How to Apply 

Applying for admission to the Graduate Program in English requires two separate applications. The 

applicant must 

A. Apply for admission to graduate study at Cal State L.A. by either completing and submitting a 

paper application (available on campus) or by completing and submitting an online application 

through CSUMentor. As part of the application for admission to graduate study, the applicant 

must request that official copies of all required transcripts be mailed directly to the Cal State L.A. 

Office of University Admissions from the institution(s) attended. 

B. Apply for admission to the Master of Arts program in the Department of English by completing 

this application and submitting it along with the following required documents: 

• Transcripts from all colleges/universities attended. 

• A writing sample: Please submit an analytical essay on a literary topic. The writing sample 

should be an essay written for a previous undergraduate (or graduate) course, not original 

work written for the purpose of applying to the program. While the sample should be at least 

five pages, please note that no special consideration will be given to longer papers. (Students 

who were not English or literature majors can substitute an analytical, critical, or research 

paper on a non-literary topic.) 

Notification of Decision 

Applying to the Graduate Program in English requires two separate applications: one for admission to 

graduate study at the CSU and one for admission to the Master of Arts degree program in English. To 

enroll in the Master of Arts degree program, both applications must be approved. 

Applicants will be notified whether they have been admitted to graduate status at Cal State L.A. by the 

Cal State L.A. Office of Admissions. Applicants will be notified whether they have been admitted to the 

Graduate Program in English by the Department of English. Generally, an applicant will receive 

notification from the Cal State L.A. Office of Admissions first, followed by notification from the 

Department of English. Regardless of the order of notification, an applicant is admitted to the Graduate 

Program in English only by the Department of English.  

Checklist 

Use the following checklist to ensure that you have completed all parts of the application. 

University Application for Admission 

The following materials have been sent to the 

Office of University Admissions at Cal State 

L.A. 

□ Official copies of all my college transcripts 

□ A completed California State University 
Graduation Admissions application (either 
paper or online at CSUMentor) 

Departmental Application for Admission 

The following materials have been submitted to 

the Department of English office or sent to 

Graduate Coordinator 

Department of English 

Cal State L.A. 

5151 State University Drive 

Los Angeles, CA  90032 

□ A completed Departmental Application for 
Admission form 

□ Official copies of all my college transcripts 

□ Writing Sample 


