Peer Review 
Process:  

1. First, distribute a copy of your essay to everyone in the group.  

2. Read your essay aloud while the group follows along silently.  

3. Once you have read your essay aloud, everyone in the group, including the author, should answer the questions below ON THEIR OWN and SILENTLY.  

4. Once everyone has done this, then everyone should share their suggestions with the author.  Discuss it together.

5. Return the drafts to the author so that she or he can use your suggestions to write a better draft of the paper.

6. Move on to the next essay.

Justification:  

1. The author should read her or his work aloud to hear what it sounds like.  

2. It is much easier to follow someone else’s paper with a copy to look at.  

3. Everyone should answer the questions on their own so that they are not unduly influenced by others in the group. 

4.  The goal is to help the author write a much improved revision.

Questions:  Once you have heard the draft read aloud, please answer the following questions on the draft.  
1. TRIAGE:  Look for a thesis that responds to the entire topic.  See if the essay is on topic, and if all parts of it connect to the topic.  Make sure each paragraph has a clear and specific purpose.  Look for clear connections between sentences and paragraphs.  Look for sentences that are difficult to understand and indicate that.  Look for systems of error and comment on them if you see them.
2. Is the paper about what the book shows us about what it means to be human?  It needs to be.  Is it developed as fully as it could be?

3. ETHOS:  Check that the paper follows directions in terms of form.  Check the appropriateness of the language, style, grammar, etc.  Comment.
4. LOGOS:  Look for gaps in the logic.  Ask questions to help the author fill them in.  Check to see that the argument is clear and fully explained.
5. PATHOS:  See if the paper calls for an emotional response.  Is it appropriate? 

6. USE OF TEXT:  Check to see that the author uses the words in the book, or summarizes them sufficiently. Does the author use the “sandwiching” technique? Does the author provide enough context so that you understand what is going on?  Do you know who is speaking?  What is happening in the scene (if necessary)?  Is the quotation integrated into the text (No drop-in quotations allowed!)?  Has the author changed the grammar as needed?  Do the argument and the text emerge at the same time?
7. (IF YOU HAVE TIME ONLY) If you see error, you may underline it or circle it.  Do not do this unless you are sure it is error.  Do not correct it.  Try looking for characters and actions.
