English 102
Using Textual Evidence in Essays

Of course, there is a great deal involved in using textual evidence, but this short list will serve our present purpose. The key point to remember is that your engagement with the text need not be limited to quoting from authors with whom you agree. You can use other texts 

· as sources of evidence

· as objects of analysis

· as repositories of information

· as authorities to support your claims

· as representatives of opposing points of view

There are three main ways to use evidence or examples from a text to illustrate your own points in an essay.  They are:

1. Making a reference to the author or the text

2. Paraphrasing the author by telling about the ideas or story in your own words

3. Directly quoting from the text

When you first refer to, or paraphrase or quote from another work you should try to incorporate into your sentence the full name of the author and the title of the text. Subsequent references to the same work and author can use the last name of the author or the title of the text.  For example:

In Brave New World, Aldous Huxley presents an imagined future which has been constructed out of dreams for a better world.  The irony, of course, is that these dreams have led directly to a nightmare world where stability holds the highest value, higher than individual free will.  Huxley illustrates this in the very first sentence of the book, which informs us of the “World State’s motto, Community, Identity, Stability” (3) . . .

In the above example, the first sentence is a reference to both the author and the text.  The third sentence includes a brief quotation. Here are a few more examples:

	Reference
	The World State society of Brave New World is a kind of utopia that perhaps is more fittingly called a dystopia.

Huxley clearly had politics and his own time in mind when he named his characters: Marx, Lenin, Benito Mussolini, Hoover, Henry Ford, all find their way into the names of his characters.

	Paraphrase
	Mond’s lengthy answers to John’s questions provide the logical and philosophical justification for the new society.  While certainly not noble (for as Mond says there is no need for nobility in the new society), Mond is clearly admirable, intelligent, and for these reasons all the more frightening. When he questions the value of abstract concepts such as truth or beauty in the midst of the utter chaos of the anthrax bombs and virtual annihilation, it is difficult to argue with such practicality (228).

	Direct Quotation
	Mond lays out a tempting list of the positive qualities of the new society, noting that “The world’s stable now,” that “people are happy,” “well-off,” “safe,” “never ill,” and are “not afraid of death” (220).

Despite his desire to force himself to live in suffering, happiness will not stay away. As he cuts and shapes the wood into arrow shafts and bows, his self-imposed suffering gives way to an “intense pleasure” which the work produces in him. After the falseness of the World State, “it was pure delight to be doing something that demanded skill and patience” (247).


The List of Works Cited

At the end of your paper on a separate sheet of paper you will include a list of works cited in your paper.  The list need only contain works to which you have made a specific reference in your paper.  You do not need to include other works that you may have consulted while preparing your paper.  You can find information on how to cite specific kinds of works in the MLA Handbook (4th edition).  For example, here are a few sample entries in a list of works cited:

The “Works Cited” list is arranged in alphabetical order based on the last name of the author.  The information included in each entry depends upon how many authors the book has, whether it is a translation, whether it has been edited, and many other factors.  These are all covered in copious detail in the MLA Handbook as are instructions for citing periodicals in the “Works Cited” list.

For your second paper, there will probably be only one source on the Works Cited page (Huxley’s Brave New World), but for your research paper, there will be many sources.

Citing Sources in the Text

It is best that parenthetical citations are as brief and as few as possible.  This means it is best to incorporate the author(s) and the work into the content of the sentence so that all that is left is to include a page number at the end.  For example:

For Alpers, the product of the attentive looking fostered by museum presentation practices is the "museum effect," the turning of "all objects into works of art" (26). 

Note that the page number is enclosed in parentheses and that the punctuation which belongs to the sentence is placed after the citation.

Some Common Citation Formats

A Book with a Single Author

Lowenthal, David.  The Past is a Foreign Country.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 1985. Print.
An Anthology or Compilation

Karp, Ivan and Steven D. Lavine. Eds. Exhibiting Cultures: The Poetics and Politics of Museum Display.  Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1991. Print.
A Book by Two or More Authors

Eggins, Suzanne, and Diane Slade. Analysing Casual Conversation. London: Cassell, 1997. Print. 
A Book by a Corporate Author

National Research Council. China and Global Change: Opportunities for Collaboration. Washington: National Academy, 1992. Print.
A Work in an Anthology

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. "Ozymandias." The Norton Anthology of British Literature. 8th ed. 2 vols. Ed. M. H. Abrams, et. al. New York: Norton, 1998. Print. 
An Article in a Scholarly Journal 

Hallin, Daniel C. "Sound Bite News: Television Coverage of Elections, 1968-1988." Journal of Communication 42.2 (1992): 5-24. Print.
An Article in a Newspaper

Manning, Anita. "Curriculum Battles from Left and Right." USA Today 2 Mar. 1994: 5D. Print.
An Article in a Magazine

Amelar, Sarah. "Restoration on 42nd Street." Architecture Mar. 1998: 146-50. Print.
An Interview

Meloy, Colin. Personal Interview. 10 Nov. 2008.
A Film or Video Recording

Citizen Kane. Dir. Orson Welles. Perf. Orson Welles, Joseph Cotton. RKO, 1941. Film.
An Online Scholarly Project, Information Database, or Professional or Personal Site

Garrett, James M. The Wordsworth Variorum Archive. CSU Los Angeles., Mar. 1999. Web. 18 October 2009.
Course or Department Websites

English Department. CSU Los Angeles, 11 October 2009. Web. 2 November 2009.
A Page on a Web Site
“Robotics Research Group: History.” Robotics Research Group. University of Texas Austin, n.d. Web. 21 October 2009.
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