Group Review Sheet

Your task as reviewers is to provide global content level responses to another student’s essay.  You do not need to make marginal comments on the essay your group is reviewing.  Instead, follow this procedure:

1. Have someone in the group read the essay aloud (but not too loud because other groups will be working too).

2. As you listen to the essay being read try to note what confuses or distracts you (sudden shifts in tone or in subject matter, grammatical or stylistic errors or strangenesses, unexplained connections, lack of specific detail, undefined terms, and so on).

3. When the essay has been read, your group needs to discuss and agree upon your answers to the questions below.

Review #1

1. Is it clear what the writer is arguing? (Yes/No)

Does the writer’s argument reply to the implied “So What”?  (In other words, does the writer make a case for the importance of his or her insight?) If not (and the answer is probably “no”), how might he or she do so?






2. Where might the writer provide more background information (specific descriptions and focused discussions) to provide a context for the analysis? (In other words, what more do you need to know?)








3. Where might the writer provide more detailed analysis, either in the form of a more specific step-by-step argument or in the form of a deeper more far-reaching analysis? 






4. Does the writer succeed in interesting you in her or his project?



How might the writer make her or his project more interesting to others?







Review #2

1. Is it clear what the writer is arguing? (Yes/No)

Does the writer’s argument reply to the implied “So What”?  (In other words, does the writer make a case for the importance of his or her insight?) If not (and the answer is probably “no”), how might he or she do so?






2. Where might the writer provide more background information (specific descriptions and focused discussions) to provide a context for the analysis? (In other words, what more do you need to know?)








3. Where might the writer provide more detailed analysis, either in the form of a more specific step-by-step argument or in the form of a deeper more far-reaching analysis? 






4. Does the writer succeed in interesting you in her or his project?



How might the writer make her or his project more interesting to others?
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