Sample Syllabus for English 101
Text in blue requires your review or refers to optional instructions that can be deleted.
<Instructor Name>
Office: <instructor’s office> 
English Department Mail Room: E & T 637
Office Hours:  <instructor’s office hours—80 minutes per week for each 4-unit class>
Campus Phone:  <instructor’s telephone number>
Email: <instructor’s email address—this is optional> 
Course Web Site: <URL for course materials—this is optional>
English 101:  Composition I
Catalog Description

Composition I:  Reflective and Expository Writing

Prerequisite:  English Placement Test or completion of ENGL 096.  Reading and writing to develop and communicate ideas.  Instruction in basic strategies for planning, composing, and revising college writing.  Use of authorities, examples, arguments and facts.  Graded A,B,C/NC.   GE A1
Course Description

In this class we will focus on the conventions of academic writing, with specific emphasis on the rhetorical strategies employed in reading and writing university-level prose.  The goal of English 101 is that students be able to write convincing, well-developed, and well-organized essays that incorporate, document, and respond to various sources on a given topic.  During the quarter you will write three essays of about five pages each and two in-class essays (midterm and final), as well as several short in-class writings and homework assignments.  In addition, you will prepare a final portfolio of your work to submit at the end of the quarter.  Class time will be spent discussing the readings and doing critical work.  Please come to class prepared to discuss the work assigned for that day, with your questions and comments.
Learning Objectives

· Learn fundamental rhetorical strategies used to produce university-level expository prose, especially 

· modify content and form according to purpose and audience

· appropriately use authorities, examples, facts, etc. to support an argument or position

· vary stylistic options to achieve different effects 

· Develop effective reading and writing skills

· Use reading and writing critically as a means of generating and exploring ideas

· Articulate an individual perspective through organizing and developing their ideas into a coherent essay

· Practice strategies for meaningful revision 

· Develop an effective individual writing process

· Incorporate textual evidence through quotation and paraphrase into their essays and appropriately cite their sources

· Critique their own work and that of peers using the conceptual and stylistic conventions of academic discourse

· Edit final drafts to minimize mechanical/grammatical errors and to improve clarity of style
Attendance

The English Department attendance policy states that any student who misses more than 20% of class meetings or does not complete 80% of classwork will not be permitted to take the final exam or submit a portfolio.  Since so much of the content of this class is dependent on our work in the class, regular attendance is vitally important to your success in the course and to your development as a writer.  There is no way to “make up” what is missed if you are not here.  Arriving more than 20 minutes late (or leaving 20 minutes early) is counted as an absence.  If you must miss class for any reason, please call to let me know.  Note: You must attend the first two class meetings if you wish to retain your place in the class.  

Individual conferences are an important element of a writing class, so I require that you come to see me during office hours at least once during the quarter to go over your papers and discuss any questions you might have about your own writing. Conferences are especially crucial  if you are not doing as well in the class as you would like.  If you can’t come during office hours, let me know and we can arrange to meet at another time.  Failure to meet this requirement is treated as an absence.    

Required Work
Your final grade for the quarter will be based on all of the following criteria, listed roughly in order of importance: the quality of your work (the thoughtfulness, depth, and seriousness of your approach to a topic, as well as a minimum of grammatical errors); the completeness and promptness of your work; class participation; regular and prompt attendance; and your own growth and development as a writer, demonstrated in your final portfolio.      

I will excuse one late paper, no questions asked; however, this late paper must be turned in within one week of the original deadline, and late papers will be graded and returned to you late.  Other late work, regardless of the reason, will be penalized; this includes work that is late due to absence from class.  Missing assignments or late papers (beyond the one allowed) will lower your final grade.
Texts, Supplies and Other Helpful Advice
Required Text:

Rereading America: Cultural Contexts for Critical Thinking and Writing, 7th edition (2007), edited by Gary Colombo, Robert Cullen, and Bonnie Lisle.

Note: Please bring the text with you to each class meeting.
Recommended Text:

The writing handbook recommended by the English Department is Diana Hacker’s A Pocket Style Manual, 4th ed. (Bedford/St. Martin’s).

Supplies: Some regular, lined notebook (8.5 x 11) paper, some dark-ink pens (blue or black), and at least two standard-sized (8.5 x 11) bluebooks (exam books) to use for your reading journals. (These supplies should be available in the campus bookstore.)

Tutorial assistance is available at the University Writing Center, located in 2097 Library South (phone: 3-5350). The Writing Center tutors can help you at any stage of the writing process, from getting started to helping you learn to edit and proofread your papers, or to answer specific questions or problems with grammar and usage. You may drop in or call to make an appointment with a tutor.  Don’t feel you have to have a serious problem to make use of their services; all writers can benefit from some assistance and feedback.

Classroom Behavior
All students are expected to treat everyone in class with respect and in general to behave in a reasonable, responsible, and courteous manner at all times.  This means observing the customary rules that govern polite, civilized behavior.  I expect everyone to do the following:

· Arrive promptly and stay in the classroom for the duration of the class meeting, unless you are ill or have an emergency; this holds true for all classroom activities.  If your schedule prevents you from arriving on time, you may want to enroll in a section that better suits your schedule.  If you must leave class early for some reason, please let me know in advance.

· Do the reading and writing assignments before class time so that you come to class prepared to contribute to and participate in discussions.

· Do not talk, read, sleep, or do other work during class time.  When someone is talking, you should listen attentively, and when you are talking, you should address yourself to your group or to the class.  If you are sitting next to someone with whom you may be tempted to chat during class, please move to another seat so that you will not succumb to temptation.   

· Make sure you turn off and put away your cell phone during class.
ADA Accommodations
Reasonable accommodation will be provided to any student who is registered with the Office of Students with Disabilities and requests needed accommodation. 
Grading System

This course is graded ABC/NC (with pluses and minuses).  A grade of C or better is  necessary to pass English 101; C- is not a passing grade and will be recorded as a No Credit (NC).  You should always be clear about how well you are doing in the class from the points you receive, but if you have any questions about your grade, please come see me.

Once papers are turned in and evaluated, the grades you receive are final, but remember that you may come to see me during my office hours and/or meet with a Writing Center tutor with your drafts before the essay is due. 

Point system:

	First essay 
	100 pts.  (10 pts. for draft workshop) 

	Second essay
	100   (10 pts. for draft workshop)

	Third essay
	100   (10 pts. for draft workshop)

	Midterm essay (in class) 
	  60

	Final essay and Portfolio
	100  

	Attendance
	  20  (5 pts. subtracted for each absence)

	Class participation
	  20  (min. 5 pts. subtracted for each abs.)    

	TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE
	500 pts.


Late papers (beyond the one allowed): 10 pts. will be subtracted for each class meeting late.

Letter grades for individual essays correspond to the points as follows:

	100 pts. 
	= 
	A

	  95
	     
	A-

	  90
	     
	B+

	  85
	     
	B

	  80
	     
	B-

	  75
	     
	C+

	  70  
	
	C

	  65
	
	C-

	  60
	
	NC+

	  55
	
	NC


Final grades for the quarter correspond to the points as follows:

	500-475
	=
	A

	474-450
	=
	A-

	449-425
	=
	B+

	424-400
	=
	B

	399-375
	=
	B-

	374-350
	=
	C+

	349-325
	=
	C

	under 325
	=
	NC


Recommended Journal Writing
You may want to keep a reflective journal for the class to record your responses to the readings and to our discussions (your questions, ideas, insights, or areas of confusion).  Having some of your ideas and questions already on paper can be extremely helpful as you begin to collect your thoughts to write your essays and formulate a thesis.  There are no set “rules” to follow, but here are some suggestions to make your journal-writing more productive:

1. Keep a notebook just for your journal entries, separate from your other class notes.    

2. Try to write your journal entries as soon as possible after class discussions or after you’ve done the reading.  It doesn’t have to be much -- maybe half a page or a page of your responses -- and it shouldn’t take you more than 15 or 20 minutes.  

3. If you don’t know what to write, ask yourself such things as “What did I learn that surprised me or answered a question I had?” or “What was confusing about the reading or discussion?” 

4. Don’t worry about spelling or grammar; just write to get your ideas out there without making judgments or paying attention to “correctness.”  The less you censor yourself, the more productive your journal-writing will be.  This kind of writing is “thinking on paper” rather than a performance for an audience.  (If you’re writing on a computer, try working with the screen off, so you’re not tempted to edit or make corrections as you write.)  

5. If you miss a day or two of writing in your class journal, don’t worry about it.  Just pick it up again when you can.  Keeping a journal should be helpful and even pleasant, not a burdensome chore. 

Academic Dishonesty/Cheating
Collaborating with others is encouraged when you are planning your papers, reviewing each other’s work, preparing for presentations or for exams. Study or reading groups can be effective ways to study and learn. However, when you write your papers, the text needs to be your own. 

· You must carefully observe the standard rules for acknowledging the sources of words and ideas. If you make use of a phrase or a quote or if you paraphrase another writer’s words or ideas, you must acknowledge the source of these words or ideas telling us the source of these materials. APA and MLA style differ on the exact format of this attribution, but the simple version is the name of the author and the page number (if appropriate) in parentheses at the end of the sentence containing the use of the source material. (We will work on properly acknowledging sources this quarter.)

· If you plagiarize or otherwise misrepresent the source of your work, you will receive a zero on the assignment and be reported to the Student Disciplinary Officer.

· If you panic and are tempted to plagiarize or cheat, DO NOT.  Contact me and we can negotiate a solution.  Once you cheat, it is too late for you to negotiate anything. 
· For more information, please refer to the University’s Academic Honesty policy available in the University Catalog, each term’s Schedule of Classes, and online at the University’s web site.
Weekly Assignment Schedule

Note: 
I reserve the right to make changes in assignments or due dates; you will always be advised well in advance of any changes.

All readings listed below are in Rereading America, and all assignments are due at the beginning of the class meeting for which they are assigned.
Wk 1-1:
Introduction to course 

 
Writing Due: In-class writing

Wk 1-2: 
Discuss critical reading and summarizing; rhetoric and academic writing.
 
Reading Due: Intro. (1-16)
Wk 2-1:
Read two short essays on education (handouts); discuss in groups.      
 
Reading Due: Intro to Chapter 2 (113-119)

Wk 2-2: 
Begin discussion of essays by Gatto, Rose, and Anyon
 
Reading Due: Rose, “I Just Wanna Be Average” (161-173); Gatto, “Against School” (152-161); Anyon, “Social Class and the Hidden Curriculum of Work” (173-189) 
 
Writing Due: First Summary Due: Write a summary of one of the three essays (Gatto, Rose, or Anyon); your summary should be about one-half to one page long, and it must be typed and double-spaced.
Wk 3-1: 
Continue discussion of reading

 
Assign Essay #1

Wk 3-2: 
Prepare for draft workshop

Wk 4-1: 
Draft workshop with essay #1  
 
Writing Due: First Draft Essay #1 Due (bring 2 copies to class)
Wk 4-2: 
Discuss formal requirements for essays; thesis formation; paragraphing; quoting and citing sources
Wk 5-1: 
Begin discussion of Tannen and Sax
Assign Essay #2
 
Reading Due: Tannen, “The Roots of Debate in Education” (219-238)
 
Writing Due: Final Revision Essay #1 Due (turn in all drafts and peer response sheets)
Second Summary Due: Write a summary of one of the two essays (about one-half to one page, typed, double-spaced)
Wk 5-2: 
Finish Discussion of Chapter 2

Wk 6-1: 
Draft workshop with essay #2
 
Writing Due: First Draft Essay #2 Due (bring 2 copies to class)
Wk 6-2: 
Begin Discussion of Reading

 
Reading Due: Devor, “Becoming Members of Society” (383-392); Kilbourne, “Two Ways a Woman Can Get Hurt: Advertising and Violence” (417-443)  
 
Writing Due: Write a personal response to one or all of the essays.
Wk 7-1: 
Finish Discussion of Gender
Assign Essay #3

Wk 7-2:  
Writing Due: Final Revision Essay #2 Due (turn in all drafts and peer response sheets)
Personal Response to Reading Due
Write in-class essay
Wk 8-1: 
Draft workshop with essay #3

 
Writing Due: First Draft Essay #3 Due (bring 2 copies to class)
Wk 8-2: 
Discuss portfolios.  
 
Prepare for grading session of essay #3 on Monday. (NOTE: If you miss this preparation for grading, you will not be able to participate in the grading session on Monday.)
Wk 9-1: 
In-class grading of essay #3.  (NOTE: If you missed the preparation for in-class grading, you will not be able to participate in this grading session.)
Wk 9-2: 
Return Essay #3

Wk 10-1: 
Prepare for final in-class essay

 
Writing Due: Turn in portfolios
Wk 10-2: 
Writing Due: Write final in-class essay (please bring a large blue book).  
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