ALA SYMPOSIUM ON AMERICAN POETRY
PUERTO VALLARTA, MEXICO

DECEMBER 15-18, 2008
AMERICAN LITERATURE ASSOCIATION

Conference Chair:  Alfred Bendixen, Texas A&M University (abendixen@tamu.edu)
ALA symposia provide opportunities for scholars to meet in pleasant settings, present papers, and share ideas and resources.  The ALA will return to Puerto Vallarta for a symposium on American poetry in December 2008.  Our new PV home is the Sheraton Buganvilias Resort & Convention Center (www.sheratonvallarta.com).  This splendid hotel is only a few blocks from the authentically Mexican town of Puerto Vallarta (initially famous as the filming site of “Night of the Iguana”), a short cab ride or twenty-five minute walk from the town center, and only a three-mile drive from the local airport.  Puerto Vallarta has many fine restaurants, including the Café des Artistes, which is often rated as one of the ten best in the world, and some good shopping opportunities.  The art walk on Wednesday evenings is a pleasant way of discovering the town for those who arrive early. Click on the website for more information on the hotel and area.

We expect to attract a very distinguished group of scholars. Participants may present twenty-minute papers on a particular topic related to any aspect of American poetry or organize a full panel or roundtable.  Poets may present a reading with commentary of their own work.  We also need a few people to volunteer to serve as the chairs of sessions. (Please note that no audio-visual resources be available).  

The ALA conference fee is only $75. Deluxe room accommodations are available at the special conference rate of $176 for a single and $190.00 for a double per night (plus Mexican taxes), which includes a tower room with a beautiful view, a full buffet breakfast daily at the La Villita Restaurant, a one hour wine reception each evening, all bellman and maid charges, and butler service. Mexican taxes are currently $27.71 for a single and $29.67 for a double but it should be possible to have the bulk of these taxes refunded since this is an international conference. Please make your hotel reservations by calling 1-800-433-5451 Monday-Friday – from 9 am – 5 pm (Pacific Time).  Please note that you must make your reservations through this phone number in order to receive the perks listed above and for the conference to receive the credit for rooms that will cover much of our costs.  In addition, the conference will sponsor welcoming and closing receptions. 

The conference will open with a reception at the hotel on Sunday evening, December 14.  Sessions will be held during the next three days – Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday – each of which will conclude with a reception. We strongly recommend that participants take advantage of the opportunity to extend their stay at the same conference rate for a couple of days before and/or after the conference.
All interested parties should send a proposal to Alfred Bendixen at abendixen@tamu.edu no later than September 9, 2008.
