





Dear Students and Parents,
 	CONGRATULATIONS!  You have been chosen to participate in the 29th biannual SEAA Talent Search (Search for Exceptional Academic Achievement) at California State University, Los Angeles on Sunday, April 17, 2011.  It is an honor to be nominated, and your participation in the Talent Search could have many benefits for you.
This letter provides a summary of the SEAA Talent Search.  For more information, please visit the website at http://www.calstatela.edu/academic/eep/seaa or you may call (323) 343-2287 or send an email to eepstaff@cslanet.calstatela.edu. 
 	What is the SEAA?  The SEAA is a Talent Search designed to identify and help gifted young students.  Students must be between the ages of 11 and 15 and must be identified as gifted (scoring in the top 10% of their class on standardized exams and/or showing extraordinary verbal or mathematical skills or otherwise identified as gifted).  Usually, students are referred by GATE coordinators or teachers for this distinction.  Students interested in participating in the Talent Search will take the ACT exam that is similar to the SAT.  Since 1982 the SEAA Talent Search has helped thousands of young gifted students with the further identification and acknowledgement of their extraordinary academic talents and provided opportunities to excel at the university level  
 	Why take an ACT exam?  The ACT is a multiple-choice exam intended for college-bound high school students.  It covers verbal and mathematical skills, with a maximum score of 36 for each section.  Students should be aware that this is a difficult, timed test, and some questions are intended to be beyond the scope of most test-takers.  For example, the mathematics section includes questions on pre-algebra, algebra, geometry and a couple of trigonometry questions.  It is not expected that any test-taker will know all the answers.  The reasons for young students to take this exam are varied:
· Experience.  You will likely be taking many of these SAT-type tests in the years to come.  It can be a shock to encounter a difficult exam such as this the first time as a college bound high school senior.  It may be a good idea to practice before you take an SAT or PSAT that is part of your permanent record. Also, having the opportunity to gain such testing experience in a supportive environment of like-minded, same age peers may enhance the student’s overall experience.
· Accurate measurement.  Many bright students “top out” on regular achievement tests.  When every section score is in the top 10%, it is hard to decipher areas of relative strength and weakness.  A difficult exam like the ACT (or SAT) provides a better idea of achievement levels in a variety of specific areas.  The information gleaned from this test will help parents and educators plan an optimal educational program for you.
· Special Opportunities.  Each year some students who take tests like these qualify for prestigious programs at Cal State LA., such as the Early Entrance Program (EEP), and may also be eligible to take university classes during the summer.  
	              To participate in the SEAA Talent Search testing please complete the enclosed application and return with testing fee to our offices by the stated deadline.  While we encourage all young students interested in the unique full-time Early Entrance Program noted above to participate in the SEAA testing sponsored by the EEP on campus at Cal State L.A., students also may take either the SAT or ACT elsewhere to be considered for this program.  Students must send or release ACT scores (SAT scores also accepted) to Dr. Richard S. Maddox, Director of the Early Entrance Program by the stated deadline to be considered.  SEAA participants may qualify to take classes this summer without applying for fulltime EEP admission.

Sincerely,



Richard S. Maddox, Ed. D
Director Early Entrance Program					More Info on reverse





Additional Information
Being Selected:  Please be assured that participation in the SEAA Talent Search is entirely voluntary and quite an honor.  Students are invited to participate because it is expected that they will do better than most people their age and that the test results will be of value to them.  Invited students should feel very proud that their high achievement has made them candidates for the SEAA Talent Search and for possible admission to the Early Entrance Program at CSULA.

Early Entrance Program (EEP):  The prestigious Early Entrance Program at CSULA is a unique nationally acclaimed model for accelerated education that allows a select number of extraordinarily talented and responsible children, ages 11-15, the opportunity to bypass high school in order to be matriculated as full-time university students in a structured, unique and supportive program designed to assist and educate them in a manner appropriate to their special needs.  For more information on this most unusual educational path, please visit http://www.calstatela.edu/academic/eep.  The EEP Director, students and parents will host a brief orientation/ Q&A session at the Talent Search. 

Taking the Test:   To participate in the SEAA Talent Search testing please complete the enclosed application and return with testing fee to our offices by the stated deadline in order to take the qualifying SEAA test.  While we encourage all young students interested in the Early Entrance Program to participate in the SEAA testing sponsored by the EEP on campus at Cal State L.A., students may also take either the SAT or ACT elsewhere to be considered for this program.  

Test Preparation and Strategy.  The ACT website has preparation help online to familiarize students with the test, including free test questions, test tips and test descriptions as well as a test booklet.  Students registered for the SEAA will be sent a notification via e-mail that includes their test class location, a campus map, and parking information.  It is critical to include a working e-mail address on your SEAA application and for eepstaff@cslanet.calstatela.edu to be allowed access through your Spam filters. 

Confidentiality:  Note that test results are completely confidential.  Only students will have the ability to release their test scores to any talent or educational institution.  Students who wish to apply to the Early Entrance Program or to enroll in summer classes at CSULA through Open University must send or release ACT scores (SAT scores also accepted) to Dr. Richard S. Maddox, Director of the Early Entrance Program, CSULA by the stated deadline to be considered. 

If You Qualify:  Students who score in the top 25% of the ACT, with minimum scores of 24 on the verbal and math sections (or who alternatively achieve a minimum score of 550 on both the verbal and math sections of the SAT), and who meet all other admission requirements may be eligible to be admitted as provisional EEP students should they choose to apply to the Early Entrance Program.  Students who meet these qualifications but decide not to apply to the Early Entrance Program are still eligible to enroll through Open University in selected summer classes at CSULA offered through Extended Education, upon recommendation of the EEP Director, provided there is space available and they secure the permission of the instructor.  The EEP office will provide a list of these classes once they become available.  Further information may be obtained by contacting the Office of Extended Education at 323-343-4900.  If you are qualified and interested either in applying to the Early Entrance Program or in only taking Extended Education classes through Open University during the summer, please contact the EEP office at 323-343-2287), email (eepstaff@cslanet.calstatela.edu), or visit our website (http://www.calstatela.edu/academic/eep/seaa). 

