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           CSULA/UCLA Joint Doctoral Program in Special Education

___________________________________________________

Program Overview

California State University, Los Angeles (CSULA) and the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) offer a unique Joint Doctoral Program in Special Education that prepares graduates to be leaders in the field as university faculty engaging in teacher education and research, or as researchers or administrators in federal, state, or local education agencies or research organizations. Our Joint Doctoral Program, which has existed since 1970, leads to the degree of Ph.D. in Special Education. The program combines the resources and expertise of UCLA and CSULA faculty and provides in-depth coursework in special education, psychological studies, educational research, and other areas relevant to a student’s career goals. 

Students admitted into the program begin their doctoral study at CSULA while working closely with special education faculty in research and teaching activities, and taking small seminars on special education topics.  In the second year, students move to UCLA and participate in an ongoing research practicum with a faculty advisor and take in-depth courses in research methods and in substantive areas in psychological studies.  While at UCLA, students maintain contact with the CSULA coordinator and faculty, and faculty from both CSULA and UCLA write questions for and score their written doctoral examination, supervise research, and serve on their dissertation committee.

Project S-PLUS and Student Stipends

Project S-PLUS (Special Education Leadership for Educators with Expertise in Urban Schools) provides federal grant funding to CSULA for the CSULA/UCLA Joint Doctoral Program in Special Education to: (1) recruit and select doctoral students, including those from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds and those with disabilities; (2) prepare the doctoral students to be leaders in special education (most specifically faculty in institutions of higher education); (3) support and retain doctoral students with timely completion of the program within the performance period of the grant; (4) revise the existing Ph.D. program to meet the new needs of leaders in urban settings; (5) increase program integration and collaboration between CSULA and UCLA; and (6) evaluate the effectiveness of the program to ensure program goals are met and disseminate the findings.

Grant funding for student stipends is available to two cohorts of incoming students (in 2009-2010 and 2010-2011) and other students currently in the program (as of fall 2009), unless they are provided UCLA funding that covers tuition and expenses. 

Criteria for Program Admission

To be considered for admission to the CSULA/UCLA Joint Doctoral Program in Special Education, applicants must meet the following requirements:

· An upper division undergraduate grade point average of 3.0 and a minimum graduate grade point average of 3.5

· Completion of a master’s degree in special education or a related field

· Meet minimum criteria on such examinations as may be specified by the Division of Special Education Joint Doctoral Program Committee (currently a minimum of 1,000 combined Verbal and Quantitative scores on the Graduate Record Exam)

· The potential to perform research as demonstrated in evidence submitted to the Special Education Joint Doctoral Program Committee

· At least three years’ successful professional experiences, such as teaching, with individuals with disabilities (If an exception is made at the time of admission, the requirement must be completed prior to advancement to candidacy.)

· Three letters of recommendation, two of which should be written by faculty from whom the student has taken graduate course work

Application Procedures

1. Contact Joint Doctoral Program Coordinator at CSULA.

2. Submit CSULA University application. Note that applicants may be admitted to the university by the Admissions Office; but they also must be accepted by the Division of Special Education & Counseling to be officially admitted to the program.

3. Submit CSULA Division of Special Education & Counseling doctoral application. Applications are accepted once per year, in February, for admission the following Fall Quarter. Those seeking application should submit the following materials to the Program Coordinator by the established deadline: 

a. Application form and statement of intent

b. Official transcripts from undergraduate and graduate study

c. Three letters of recommendation, two of which should be from faculty with whom the applicant has taken graduate course work

d. GRE scores

4. Interview with Joint Doctoral Program Committee. Applicants may be asked to participate in an oral interview with one or more committee members.

Application and letters of reference forms are available online from the Charter College of Education website at www.calstatela.edu/academic/ccoe. For additional information, please contact the program coordinator, Dr. Lois A. Weinberg, at (323) 343-4399 or lweinbe@calstatela.edu.

