BULLETIN FOR THE
COUNSELING PROGRAM 

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION (COUN 596)

 Spring 2012
OPTION EXAMINATION 
EXAM DATE: Saturday, May 5, 2012
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM

LOCATION: TBA (Contact Division Office)
CORE EXAMINATION

EXAM DATE: Saturday, May 12, 2012
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM

LOCATION: TBA (Contact Division Office)
Division of Special Education and Counseling

King Hall C1064

Charter College of Education

California State University, Los Angeles
REGISTRATION FOR THE EXAMINATION

1. Students must file a formal application (available in the Division Office, KH C1064) by February 2nd. Permits to enroll in COUN 596 will be given only to those students who complete and submit the application by the stated deadline and who have met all the requirements (coursework, advancement to candidacy, GPA, etc.).

2. The exam is only offered during Fall and Spring quarters.

3. It is the candidate’s responsibility to obtain the current Bulletin for the examination, since formats may change from time to time.

4. Students will NOT be issued a permit for COUN 596 if they have not been advanced to candidacy (application available in Division Office).

5. A candidate on probationary status or who has an “incomplete” grade in one or more courses on his/her approved program may NOT take the comprehensive examination, (unless the “incomplete” is in a fieldwork class). Any courses with incomplete grades (with the exception of Fieldwork) must be completed with a satisfactory grade change at least two weeks prior to taking the comprehensive examination ( April 21, 2012).

6. There will be an important information meeting to discuss the Spring comprehensive exam on Wednesday, April 4th, 2012, from 3:00 to 4:00 pm location TBA. Eligible students who have submitted an application are encouraged to attend this meeting.
7. The exam will be administered from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. on Saturday, May 5th, 2012 for the OPTION examination. The CORE Exam is given from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on Saturday, May 12th, 2012.
Philosophy and Purpose of Examination
University regulations require a comprehensive examination (or thesis) for completion of a Master’s Degree. The Counseling program has elected to administer an objective comprehensive examination to all students who do not wish to pursue a thesis. The choice of an objective format was based on the decision of the American Association for Counseling and Development to develop an objective examination for the nationwide certification of persons wishing to enter the profession of counseling. The exam developed for our programs is designed to cover the same basic content areas as the National Counselor Examination and to serve as a “practice” experience for students who later wish to take that exam.

The comprehensive exam consists to two parts. The first part is the “CORE” portion which is the common knowledge to all students in all options, while the second or “OPTION” portion is tailored to the individual student’s specific area of concentration, (i.e., ABA, REHB, SCH. PSY).

CORE Exam
The “CORE” exam will be administered from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on Saturday, May 12th, 2012. The “CORE” part of the exam will cover seven of the eight basic contents covered by the National Counselor Examination (NCE). They are listed below along with courses in our program in which each subject is addressed:

1. Human Growth and Development
COUN 400A, (COUN 500 for School Psychology Program)

2. Helping Relationships and Theories of Counseling
COUN 505, COUN 506, COUN 501/406

3. Social and Cultural Foundation
COUN 503

4. Career and Lifestyle Counseling
COUN 448/557

5. Appraisal
COUN 428

6. Research and Program Evaluation
COUN 529

7. Professional Orientation and Ethics
COUN 581, COUN 460

All of the following “CORE” courses listed below by “option” must be completed before taking the comprehensive examination with the exception of two of these courses may be taken concurrently during the quarter of the “CORE” examination. Any courses with “incomplete” grades (with the exception of fieldwork) must be completed with a satisfactory grade at least two weeks prior to taking the comprehensive examination.

The table below indicates what courses are required by “Option” to be eligible to apply for the “CORE” exam:

	COURSE
	ABA
	BICM
	REHB
	SCL
	SBFC
	SCH PSY

	1. Human Growth & Development
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COUN 400A
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	COUN    500 
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	2. Helping Relationship & Counseling Theories
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COUN 505
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	COUN 506
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	COUN 501
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	COUN 406
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	3. Social and Cultural Foundations
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COUN 503
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	4. Career and Lifestyle Counseling
	NA
	
	
	
	
	NA

	COUN 448
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	COUN 557
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	5. Appraisal
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COUN 428
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	6. Research & Program Evaluation
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COUN 529
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	7. Professional Orientation & Ethics
	NA
	
	NA
	
	
	

	COUN 581
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	COUN 460
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X


Option Exam
The “OPTION” exam will be administered from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on Saturday, May 5th, 2012.  School Counseling Leadership and BICM students please note:  You will not have the entire 3-hour period to complete the Option exam.  Your exam will begin promptly at 10:00am and will end at 11:30am.  
Each “OPTION” exam is tailored to a specific option. The table below indicates what courses are required for each option. All of the following courses are listed below by their option. These courses must be completed before taking the “OPTION” examination, with the exception of two of these courses that may be taken concurrently during the quarter of the “OPTION” examination (see following chart). Any courses with “incomplete” grades (with the exception of fieldwork) must be completed with a satisfactory grade at least two weeks prior to taking the “OPTION” examination.

	COURSE
	ABA
	BICM
	REHB
	SBFC
	SCL
	SCH PSY

	1. PPS & CWA Requirements
	NA
	
	NA
	
	
	

	COUN 400B
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	COUN 516
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	COUN 581
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	2. Specific Course Requirements by Option
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COUN 442
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	COUN 449
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	COUN 484
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	COUN 489
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	COUN 502
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X

	COUN 504
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	COUN 507
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	COUN 517
	
	X
	
	
	X
	

	COUN 520
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	COUN 521
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	COUN 522
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	COUN 523
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	COUN 531A
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	COUN 531B
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	COUN 532
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	COUN 533
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	COUN 534
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	COUN 535
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	COUN 536
	
	
	
	
	X
	X or

	COUN 593
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X

	COUN 537
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	COUN 538
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	COUN 540A
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	COUN 540B
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	COUN 542A
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	COUN 542B
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	COUN 583
	
	X
	
	
	X
	

	COUN 585
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	COUN 586P
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	COUN 586S
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	COUN 586W
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	COUN 588
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	COUN 591
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	COUN 592
	X
	X
	
	
	
	X

	EDSP 586
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	PSY 417
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	PSY 428
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	PSY 421
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	PSY 528
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	PSY 500
	X
	
	
	
	
	


Grading
Students will receive grades of either PASS or FAIL for each of the two sections of the exam. BOTH portions of the exam must be graded PASS before the student can be given credit for passing the comprehensive exam.

In order to receive a passing grade for the CORE portion of the exam, students must answer at least 75% to 70% of the items correctly (the counseling faculty will determine to actual cut-off score after the exam is taken). Grading of the second portion of the exam is determined by the faculty of each option.
If a student receives a grade of FAIL on either CORE and/or OPTION exam, the student must retake the exam at the next administration date. (The student must once again register for the exam, COUN 596, but only retake the exam which the student failed.) University regulations limit the number of attempts to three times. If a student fails a part of the exam a second time, they are referred to their option faculty to see what remedial approaches might be valuable. Based on that evaluation, the student may be recommended to complete remedial work and then attempt the exam a third time or an alternative form of assessment may be recommended.

If a student does NOT sit for the exam, and does not DROP COUN 598, a grade of NC (No Credit) will automatically be issued.

University rules do not allow a student to shift to a thesis after failing the comprehensive exam, nor to shift from a thesis to the comps after enrolling in COUN 599A in the thesis process.

Questions or concerns about the “CORE” or “OPTION” exam not addressed in this Bulletin should be addressed to the coordinator of each option.
APPLICATION FOR COMPREHENSIVE EXAM

COUN 596

NAME OF CANDIDATE: _______________________________________________________
CIN NUMBER: __________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________





Street address/number

______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code

DAYTIME PHONE #: ____________________
CELL PHONE #: ____________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________

Quarter and Year of Exam you wish to apply: _________________________
                                                                                      Quarter and Year

MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN COUNSELING EXAMS:

Which exam are you applying for?

CORE Exam:           _____
        _____

                                   Yes
          No

OPTION Exam    _____
  _____

If you plan on taking the OPTION Exam, circle the option:

                               Yes          No

ABA
  BICM      REHB     SBFC      SCL      SCH PSY
Prior Comps taken:
CORE Exam:
_____________________
passed _________
failed ________

                                        Quarter/Year

Option Exam: Option ___________
_____________  passed _______  failed ________

   Quarter/Year

My FIRST quarter of graduate study at CSULA was: _____________________

                                                                                               Quarter/Year

Do you have any unresolved grades of “incomplete” for the courses on your M.S. Degree Program?      ______
       ______

   Yes
         No
 I hereby apply to take the examination(s) listed above, and I understand that I will be allowed to do so only if I have met the requirements listed in this document.
_______________________________________________


____________________

Applicant Signature





Date

This application must be submitted to the Division of Special Education and Counseling Office by the appropriate deadline date to be eligible for pre-enrollment in COUN 596 – Comprehensive Examination.

(Please remember – If you have previously taken the Comprehensive exam and received a “No Credit” or “RP” grade, you must re-enroll in COUN 596 again when you re-take the exam and file a new application by the appropriate deadline.)
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