Office of Research Development
California State University, Los Angeles


PRESIDENT’S FUND TO SUPPORT RESEARCH, SCHOLARSHIP AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY GRANT AWARDS
2011 -2012 ACADEMIC YEAR

The Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activity (RSCA) program was established to support research, scholarship, and creative activities, and to further the mission of the California State University and its member campuses.  All members of Unit 3 may compete for funding from this program, including Faculty, Librarians, Coaches, and Counselors.

Evaluation of Proposals:   
Proposals will be reviewed by the Awards and Leaves Committee based on the criteria outlined below.  Final decisions on the award of Creative Leaves and Minigrants will be made by the Provost and VPAA, taking into account the Committee’s recommendations.
Proposal evaluations will be based on the following criteria: 

1. 
Quality of the project and the proposal

2.    
Contribution to the field

3.     The degree to which the project encourages and supports non-tenured faculty, particularly those in 
disciplines with few outside resources to support research,  scholarship, or creative activity
4.     Likelihood that the project will be completed and:
· support students in research, scholarship, or creative activities which help them to meet one or  more of the Institutional Learning Outcomes which include;
· Knowledge: Mastery of content and processes of inquiry

· Proficiency: Intellectual skills

· Place and Community: Urban and global mission

· Transformation: Integrative learning
· lead to a sustained program of scholarship or creative activity by the applicant;

· lead to publication of a book, monograph, or major article(s); and/or
· lead to a grant/contract to continue the project. 
Funding

For this competition, funding will be available for Creative Leaves and for Minigrants of up to $5,000. 
Creative Leaves of one quarter duration – Winter or Spring Term of 2012 – allow faculty time to develop or complete an appropriate scholarly or creative activity related to their research and discipline. Leaves are given with pay and, therefore, faculty may not teach at that time. Leaves are not given for assigned quarters off.  Faculty who have received a sabbatical leave for the previous academic year are not eligible. Faculty may receive no more than one Creative Leave every six years and should not receive more than one creative leave for the same project. Faculty members are obligated to teach for two consecutive quarters (not counting assigned quarter off) following the Creative Leave. 

Minigrants can allow faculty to test promising ideas and obtain preliminary results prior to seeking external support.  Funds can be used for undergraduate and/or graduate assistants, clerical assistance, and travel and supplies necessary for the activity.  Minigrants may not be used for faculty release time from teaching assignments.
Final Report

Award recipients are required to submit a final report to the Office of Research Development by August 1, 2012.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES FOR

RESEARCH, SCHOLARSHIP, AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY AWARDS

Deadline for Proposal Submission:  Noon on Monday, October 31, 2011
Proposal Submission:  An electronic copy of all submission materials must be sent as an email attachment/Word document to Ellen Stein at estein@cslanet.calstatela.edu.  In addition, one hard copy with all approval signatures must be delivered to the following address by the submission deadline:
RSCA Program

Awards and Leaves Committee

c/o Office of Graduate Studies and Research
Administration Building, Room 710
Proposal Submission Checklist

The submitted proposal must include all of the following items:

· Cover Page (use the attached form)

· Narrative that is no more than 5 double-spaced pages in length, using 12 pt. type and one-inch margins (top, bottom, and sides)

· Indicate whether or not you have previously received campus funds, and if so, include a one-paragraph description of those awards, including RSCA awards, sabbatical leave, Seed Grants, Innovative Instruction Awards, etc.  Include award date and description of outcomes, including the development of subsequent applications for external or other funding.

· Include a Budget Page only if applying for a Mini-grant (use the attached format page).
· Two-page curriculum vitae, using 12 pt. type and one-inch margins.
Proposal Format
Proposals will not be reviewed if (1) they are missing any of the checklist items above; (2) they do not adhere to the format outlined above regarding page limits, margins, etc.; or (3) they do not address all areas shown in the narrative outline below.

The narrative description must adhere to the following format:

I. Project Description
a. Focus and interest area of the project

b. Goals and objectives

c. Procedures or work plan
d. Budget justification if applying for a Mini-grant
e. Previous campus funding (RSCA awards, sabbatical leave, etc.)
II. Project Significance

a. Rationale and/or need for the activity

b. Contribution to your profession and field of investigation

III. Results:  Evaluation, Dissemination

a. Means and methods for project evaluation

b. How your project will result in one or more of the following:  book, creative work, article, and/or subsequent proposal for grants or contracts

IV. Impact on Student Learning:  Describe as directly as possible the link between the research, scholarship, or creative activity and the acquisition by students of Institutional Learning Outcomes.  For example, how will undergraduate and/or graduate students participate in and/or benefit from the proposed research, scholarship, or creative activity?
COVER PAGE FOR MINIGRANT PROPOSAL

	Title of Project:  

______________________________________________________________________________

Principal Investigator:
           

Department: 

             Phone Ext.:
______________________________________________________________________________

Check one:

     (   Probationary                 (   Tenured
             (  Temporary

Year hired at CSULA:  



	Note that Minigrants are awarded for a maximum of $5,000, and may be used for supplies and services, travel support, student assistants, etc.  These funds may not be used to purchase computers unless you can demonstrate that the computer will be used for this project only.  Funds may not be used for faculty release time.
Amount of Funding Requested for Minigrant   ____________________________ 

 Please make sure to justify the budget in the proposal narrative.




	Project Abstract (use additional space as necessary):  



Signature of Applicant:

                                   ______________________________
Signature of Department/Division/School Chair/Director:  ______________________________
Signature of College Dean:



           ______________________________
Date Submitted:


                                   ______________________________
Please submit one hard copy of the original signed application and supporting documents to the Office of Graduate Studies and Research, Administration Building, Room 710, by Noon on Monday, October 31, 2011.  In addition, send an electronic copy of the cover page, budget page, proposal narrative and two-page curriculum vitae (as a single file, if possible) to estein@cslanet.calstatela.edu by the same deadline.

BUDGET FOR PROPOSED MINIGRANT


	Please use only the space provided on this form.  Itemize  expenses by category (e.g., Student Assistants, Supplies, Services, Equipment, Travel, etc.).  Make sure that the proposal narrative includes a justification for these items.



Attach proposal narrative separately, following this budget page.
COVER PAGE FOR CREATIVE LEAVE PROPOSAL

	Title of Project:  

______________________________________________________________________________

Principal Investigator:
           

Department: 

             Phone Ext.:
______________________________________________________________________________

Check one:

     (   Probationary                 (   Tenured
             (  Temporary

Year hired at CSULA:  



	Project Abstract (use additional space as necessary):  




Attach proposal narrative separately, following this budget page.

Signature of Applicant:

                                   ______________________________

Signature of Department/Division/School Chair/Director:  ______________________________
Signature of College Dean:



           ______________________________

Date Submitted:


                                   ______________________________
Please submit one hard copy of the original signed application and supporting documents to the Office of Graduate Studies and Research, Administration Building, Room 710, by Noon on Monday, October 31, 2011.  In addition, send an electronic copy of the cover page, budget page, proposal narrative and two-page curriculum vitae (as a single file, if possible) to estein@cslanet.calstatela.edu by the same deadline.

